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“WHAT THE BUTLER SAW”
BY JOE ORTON

Joe Orton had a8 meteoric rise as a playwright. Mis first play
“Entertaining Mr. Sloane” was very successful in London, New York
and all over the world. Mis second play “Loot”™ won the prestigious
Evening Standard Award for the Best Play of the Year in London,
“What the Butler Saw™ was his third play but before it was staged, Orton
was murdered by a friend who had become deranged. (It was actually
his male lover for many years standing who couldn’t cope with Orton
becoming successful while he remained a nobody.)

The first production of “What the Butler Saw' was not very
successful, but a later production in 1975 was and the play has enjoyed
SNOIMOUS SUCCESS ever since,

The style of the play is that of the English farce and it s
extremely funny on that level with lots of mistaken identities and
potential disasters. However Orton had a comic view of the world which
was uniquely his which extends the play 10 a more interesting level.

"What the Butler Saw™ is set in a private mental clinic but
only doctors and other similarly sane people appear in the play,
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THE CAST

L 10 A: Back Aow ~ Dawvid Oliver, Adrian Shirley, Barbars Heggen, Geabam Bathgate
Front Row — Sharyn Steller, Chris Del Mar,




KUCOM THEATRE

Kucom has been in existence for almost 2 years, being formed
by the amsigamation of Kudos Theatre and Mackay Community Theatre

Previous productions include “Move Owver Mrs. Markham™,
an English Cooney-Chapman farce; “Inherit the Wind”, an exciting
American courtroom drama; “Taste of Tudor™, an evening of shon
plays with a Tudor theme; “Private Lives'”, a8 Noel Coward classic which
was directed by professional producer Gilbert Spottswood; and "“Toad
of Toad Hall”, last year’s Christmas production which had a cast to riva
that of “Ben Hur™,

The group has also done a number of smaller productions
for social clubhouse nights, concerts, etc., with the aim of encouraging
new directors, actors and technical people. At the moment there are
two short plays being prepared especially for the Sub-Norma
Association’s fundsaising dinner. This will be KuCom’s contribution 1o
The Internationsl Year for the Disabled Person

New members are always very welcome, 30 if you're interested
in any aspect of theatre {eg. acting, directing, stage-managing, lighting,

sound, set design and construction, cOstume, etc.} than contact any member
of the group, or give our Secretary a ring: Cheryl Helenius — 55 2483
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CAST — In Order of Appearance

CHRIS DEL MAR {(Dr. Prantics)

Owis went to school a1 Oundle, where ha acted in plays sach as “The
Firetighters™, “Penry for 3 Song™ and in Reviews.

While studying st the Universities of Sanford, Manchester, and Camibr idge
he directed, and acted in, satirical Reviews and varied thestre activites,
nduding Mddleton’s Restoration comedy “A Chante Maid: Chesgnide™, Me
oven deected a Tull scale Handel opers,

Al the University College Hospital, London, he took part in mare Reviews,
this time with a group formed by Jonathan Miller « “The Fallopiam™,

Cheis has @ special interest in mime (he studied briafly with Lindsay Kemo)
and he hopes to start 2 special interest mime group in Mackay.

BARBARA HEGGEN (Geraldine Barclay)

Barbars wat i the Sarima Little Theatres production of “Jack & the
Bearatalk”. She a3l appesred in two school productions “Man of Steel™ (in
which the played Los Lane) & “The drgortance of Being Earnest™.

Ladt vear she was one of two people from Mackay who want down 10
Brishare for the Quesrsiand Theatre Company’s Theatre Experience Week

Barlsara hooes 10 attend the National Institute of Dramatic Art next yesr.

SHARYN STELLAR (Mrs, Prentice)

Sharyn's first role in Mackay theatre was that of Seeping Beauty with the
Mackay Mutical Comedy Players. It's » role she remembers vividly, | ued
to be “asheep” for what seemed lie howrs On stage every night —and 1'¢
invariably get an almost uncontroliable detire 1o sneese or scranch!”

Since then, she's had acting roles in “Dark of the Moon™, “Fiddier on the
Roof". “The Glats Menagerie™, "Abelaird & MHeloise™, “The Servamt of Two
Masters”, "Sweeny Todd™, & “Private Lives”™. She has sho directed
“Maboss Corpus™ (Tor Kudos), "Move Over Mre. Markham™ & “Toad of Toad
Hall" [for Kecom),

ADRIAN SHIRLEY (Nicholas Beckett)

Adrian made his acting debut i Mackay, with Kudor & & cranky
Pakistani in "MHotel Paradiee™, That was followed by 2 leading role in
*Glass Menagerie™. Then the susve Master of Ceremonies in “Sweeny Todd™
d "Vaudeville Revival”. Aged many years in “Mabeas Corpea™ and then 10
prmon in “Chocolate Frog™. “A Day in the Desth of Joe Egg™, “"Abelard &
| Heloise™ and “Four Seasons™, are all 10 his oredit. The ket time Adren war

on the boards was "Backstage™ as Stage Manager for “Toad of Toad Maii™
We seicome Adrian back to the Mackay stage after two yoors ot & rochudive
fisherman ...

GRAHAM BATHGATE (Dr. Rance)

Graham is & recent arrival in Mackay and he desoribes himael! a5 “A
Scotsman from New Zealand™. His previous acting axperience inchudes such
well known plays a5 “The Real Inspector Hound™, “'Look Back In Anger™ &
“The legortance of Being Earnest™. He also played Alistair in 8 N.Z. produc
tion of “Move Over Wrs. Markham

He has acted and been NMaster of Ceremonies in erelodramas and ward 2
member of a semi professional muse hall growp.

As 2 teacher, Graham has produced many plays with students, Kucoes i
keeping its fingers crossed that he'ss do the same in Mackay.
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David caught with his pants down, Every good keyhole should have one.

What DID the butler see?
Cathy, Mavis & Jan

RESTAURANT B.Y 0.

For lunches, dinners
and after theatre suppers

. Victora & Brishane Streets)
Opposite the Court Mouse) 51 1110 for reservations



DAVID OLIVER (Sergeant Match)

David got thrown imt0 acting at the deep end when he suditioned tor “The
Servant of Two Masters™ and landed » kead part. Since then, he has turned hia
hand 1o both stage-managng and set design. You may remember the beautiful
ot for “Wiove Over Mes. Markham™,

He also played the over-grown boy soout i "Gosford’s Fete™ and most
recantly, the bumbling policeman in “Toad of Toad Hall™, He it upheiding
the law agein, David imsists that his next part will NOT be someone inv
wniform,

BRUCE SHEPHERD (Director)

Bruce Pt Srected many plays including “The Boylriend™ and “Fiddier
on the Roof” for Mackay Musical Comedy Players, "Girl = My Soup™
t?mm’m'v Theatre), “Hotel Paradno"” (Kudos) and “inberit the Wind™

voom).

On the acting side, he tonds to specialise in creating old men. Mis last
APPearance wat a3 & cotchety 154 year o0d judge in “Toad of Tosd Mall™,
However manvy people rememBer him 23 2 n01 50 old professor Higgns in
MMCP's production of "My Fair Lady".

Actors who have worked i Bruce's plays Tind this experience rather nerve-
racking, @ b production have a reputation for being chaotic right wp 10 the
st dressechearsal, then falling into place. “What the Buther Saw™ s o
axcaption!

The action is continuous, and takes place in a2 room in a private clinic,
There will be only one Interval of 12 minutes

—_ Production Toam -
Producer .. .. ., Bruce Shepherd
Stage W BRG] 7 Dooo Robinson
Set Design .................Jimarown
Set Construction .. .. .. .. .. .. Bill Langdon
Costumes .. .. .. .. .. . « . .. Kath Johnson .
Props .. .. . = = o e e = = = Jill Meredith
Prompt .. .. . . .« e e o« .. Margaret Leedham
Publicity .. .. = « w w w « . Kerry Shirley
Lights .. . & w v v o w « Anne Hoffman
Fromt of House .. .. .. .. . . .. Julie Brock
Make Up . & o o v w w w « Cheryl Mediand

mm&mwms
1st Mackay Boy Scouts

Lyn & Heather Hair Stylists

and 81l who kindly helped out.
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Looking through a key hole at Sharyn. Barbara can't get away from those fellas
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LYN and HEATHER

gfa{r cSty[ists

PHONE 57 6688
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